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THERE ATTACK 
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MARK A/C ATTACKED AND CLOCK rOSiITION 


Our Heading 
Type of 3/t _ 


Clock Pos. 


Attack Level 


bO NOT 
WRITE IN 


THIS SPACE 


COMPLET? STORY O° THE ATTACK: 


Gunier responsible for B/A danage: 3 Fosition. 
Other gun positions, firing on the same BLA 
Other A/C firing at the same time at the same Z/A: A/C Nose 
Ir E/A wes shot down or damaged: Corroborated by: 

No. Fosition in A/C 
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@ No. Position in a/C 
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Comments of interrogater: 


? formation varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducing this farm, no changes will be made, 


5-2 29/15-8-43 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 
“(are (er Sey, Isa ba = -armwy~ 


Foe tex. Rabo (jp! Tose 
unt Aes f my 
‘) oleate @ \ ef f Law ‘yo > Lt Lu, Wh Tins 


\ J | 
) Bt unt oy? f<T 
( emt LEAOEIL LE 


<\ Treg, (ca 


} 


) 


—_ her ne 
\ 


pRL— WY Tr aig Hig 
lO Sse fetes head (PSS we i 
: iad pt auee>. » 
« Lueet vor 
[weed kw Ge 


} B-r ly af dow— ma Sf ‘ ee 


per “COwa Cr Qececed Ber BED — BY 
Fone owe sys ponte WAS __Yrou wT, ye °HeKo. (276 MS, 


Z a | (Lowr’p) | 
Ob6eA 1 7 hci GUS BULG — Fae — 143 1S 
ywrydo — 360° ex — 


) 
ExsT OFWs OF Mie BAC -F Airy PPE PKS, 
)( stout (Se He 27h o HEAD 


ITYZS mas — do ALinpeewe— Anil nT BT . 
Qumcen Bluic — (4YbEO ArT “190° HE AD 
—— 


ry { — pow, 
Wave Wee — Y BURT Aeeenos 7 
WBE M PLO feuace - Cy triee Ul Seslce , 
- Sr | 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


a ln seit te 
L i 
rere 
i 
HL 
HNN 
eT ni 


TU TTECLETT EET EPEEPPEEETE Aga 
EERE 
PEE 


it 
I 
BEGRAROAEAEE 
I 
a 


‘ 
_ il 


Teh ‘ 
Hatta 
i Ari 


¥ 


peceereSOTLSILYLs TYNOLLIYELAO 


ood’ 
7D JO aequep IS 


HI 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


acs 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


$42 6/6/23-4,3 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


Lit 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


~ Al 
4) ' 


- y, HL 7 ae: 


2 oe.) he AS = 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0O12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


SL 


6(d)(VI)76 


4D UNDER- 


\F_ PROPA- 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


Target No. @ g Illustration No. 


4a) tl VEREINIGTE _ __ERKNER near ‘BERLIN 4 (a) Vij! 
KUGELLAGERFABRIKEN AG, (GERMANY) 
° 500 1000 1500 2000 YARDS 
° ; 1 MILE 


woes 


Photographed 28 September 1941 (1: 32,000) ie Issued July. 1943 
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CHECK SHEET 
Duty-Csficer 


@ate) 


IUHBH UR RH HH NE a ROSH RRA HEE HBGSH HESS HR EGHR TERA SERRE OCIS HARA RAS eee 
(Check each cf following as handled) 
SPECIAL 
BRIEFING INFORMATION a NOTES 


1. From File Room 
From Map Room 
Course, pectures & maps (War Room 
Pictures & maps (Msin Briefing koom) 
Course - Briefing Rooms (Duty Navigator) 
Bulk maps & pictures to Map Room 
Epi¢iascope pictures prepared 


1. Gunners! Briefing Room (Tele. #53) 
2. Main Briefing Room (By 2400 hours) 


GUARDS_ 
1. Authorized Admission List. 
2, Posting 


3. Dismissal __ 


PAN KITS 


1, Loading 
2. Check out sheet & Hi assignment 


—Biy kik ISN vis! 


1, Personal property & issue tecords to S-2 

2. Main Briefing Rm. (Lights out, stoves closed 

3. Briefing Material to Files in folder. 
(Removed from both Briefing Rooms) 


; 


JES RBBB EE UGB SHB GRE aE ESHER HBR EB RR SHS HAHAH BBBUE BHA TEHEEE SAHRA R EAT 
(Fill in time or name) 


1, Pre-Briefing at 9. Assignments: os 


2, Briefing at (/4 _* O a. Gunners! Epiadiascope pars 
} o 


3. Time over target (4 20 b. Main Br. Epidiaseope +7 
tJ 


he p c. P/ll Kits oy OAS 


9 a ~~ 
4 A 


wy 


5, No. Crews on Mission A. = da, Map Room_\J.). 4 ~ nan FAn. 


File & Map clerks calles at. Zz # Ze 10, Personal phone calls stopped @ J “be 


Other EM catled at__ FZ VO 
; NOTE+ Official telephone calls are to t 
Officers notified at: noted in the Journal, Time, Date ¢ 
glia x Duty Officer's initials go on eact: 
a. Main Briefin, GAs oe order or annex received from 
Operations. 


b. Gunners! Briefing: <7 = Zoe 
c. Major Shaw _/ IGS -—Ute Pr¢vu 


S-2 52/2-2.1 


DATE March 8, 1944 


SRLSFING 0, Me Mackoswy 


1. TARGETS: (THPORTANCE, SIZE & IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS) 


a . ‘The V.K.F. ballbearing factory at ERANER, 16 miles ESE 
weg, PRISARY TARGET: of the center of Berlin, This plant specializes im sizes | 
reqiired in the production of high perfopmance aircrafte Its entire output goes into the 
Luftwaffes : ~ 


\ 


B. ota ake ot Berta (PFF) 


‘ac. 


a C. LAST RESORT: Any military objective positively identified as being in 
: Germany which can be attacked without disrupting fighter 


support. « 


c 


2. ROUTE: (FLAK ‘AREAS oN ROUTES IN & RETURN) BY 
TO I.P.2% " Resentially the same Berke is used to reach 


4 


’ COAST 
bas daegeirictene eee eae Vast misst don, The usual care should be taken in and out to 


avoid the defenses at Ijmiden and Amsterdam. . There are many small defenses which are near | 
enough the briefed course to fire., They are: ZWOLLE, MEPPEN, LINGEN, VECRTA, NEINBURG, 

and CELLE. Active A/Ds near the course will probably fire also, The heavy defenses of 
HANOVER, MAGDEBURG , and BRANDENBURG should definitely be avoided. If the P,T, is hit, 

the intense flak will be avoided by turning SOUTH after bombing. (Briefed route through 
heavy flak is within range of 160 heavy guns), 


YW/gsatont A/p - Oman ah ep oe 
B, FRO I.P. TO TARGHT: 


C. GUNS AT P.T.: GUNS AT S.T.: GUNS AT L.R.? 
#f HEAVY, # HEAVY, # HEAVY, 


D. MOBILE FLAK UNITS on RR cars or BARGES (if eny) 


ENEMY FIGHTERS:  ‘ITHIN/2* MILES OF THE TARGET. 
A. NumpER: S/E GO 1/B ja  F/B_10 RTU! 70 


3B. TACTICS: (anything new or unusuzl) 
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NOTE: There should be no snow on the ground either in the target area or along the route, 


5e iWPITADIASCOPE 


6. CLOSING REMARKS: 


MAKE AS MANY OBSERVATIONS AS POSSISLE...REPORTING SAM3 TO YOUR 
NAVIGATOR. ae 


IF CAPTURED... NAME,” RANK & SERIAL NUMBER. 


Target information: 


Target consists of 3 very large and 1 large shops. It occupies an area of approxe 
1400' x 800'. It is located at the E, edge of a large wooded area and adjacent to 
the main Berlin-Frankfurt on Oder RR» ‘The inland lakes of the River Spree system 
form conspicuous landmarks, Note lakes form a chain running NeS about 15 miles long. 
Point out 2 lakes to the S. resembling inverted Cpl's stripes. Eastermmost tip of 
the top stripe is 2 miles from the target and points directly at it. Large oval~ 
shaped lake(the only one in the area) ie 2 miles W. of target. 


A ; 
‘amouflage: Disruptive painting on roofs of 2 of ths workshops. 
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@ - GUNNERS' BRIZFING 


1, ‘TARGET: (General Location, importance, size) 


PT The V.K.F. ballbearing factory at ERKNER, 16 miles ESE of the center o 
— of Berlin, This plant specializes in sizes required in the productic 
of high performance aircraft. Its entire output goes into the Luftwaffe. | 


Cc } 


j gh 


E.2.—> Center of Berlin (PrF) —~ iv Overs 


aks Any military objective positively identified as being in Germany 


which can be attacked without disrupting fighter support. 


ROUTE IN (TMming data) ROUTE OUT (Timing Data) 


a> Taxi-.3 SS Leave Enemy coast /6¢~— 
be Take off. Time of descent. 7ee> 
Cc. Rendezvous with other x Place of descent 
Groups__ JO 27 ie Arrive Enplish coast 7637 
d. Reach Bombing altitude WET ETR - PA be = 
©. Temperature at Bombing — : c 
altitude — 22 a 
Leave British coast_//g0 ba Alt Eel 


Arrive Enemy Coast_ j7¥¢ 
ETA at IP for PT Z¢74 
Axis of attack 


"25 
o 


PT (s) MLA ORO! oc 
Rally poing Le YES o/s ii, pa Lol 


DEFENSZS 


ae KNOWN Flak areas along route in and out: (Number & Type of Guns) 
If Known (Mobile Flak units; on RR cars & barges) 


Essentially the same route is used to reach the target as was used on the lest mission. 
The usual care should be taken in and out to avoid the defenses at IJMUIDEW-and AMSTERDAM, 
There are many small defenses which are near enough the briefed course to fire. They are: 
ZWOLLE, MEPPEN, LINGEN, VECHTA, NEINBURG, and CELLE, Active A/Ds near thé course will 
probably fire also. The heavy defenses of HANOVER, MAGDEBURG, and BRANDENBURG should 
definitely be avoided, If the P.T. id hit, the intense flak will be avoided by turning 
South after bombing. (Briefed route through heavy flak-is within range of 160 heavy guns) 


FLAK around P, T, # Heavy guns : 77 light guns 

FLAK around &. T. ;? Heavy guns > f light cuns 

FLAK arolind L, R, j7 Heavy guns : # light guns 

B/s: Types... within miles radius of the Target: 
Number ~ S/R. fe. 3 T/E 2S 5 F/B... 3:RTU [os 
Other defenses! 

a. Smoke Screen 


b. Decoys 
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times of Diversions and other Friendly efforts: 
5, PISHTER SUPPORT (‘arn ecainst firing ageinst our on escort) 


ro . Sas 
a. Type of &/ 3 Strenctn__717 


bo. Time anc place of rendezvous 


7» UOOSING RGWARKS 


&e All observations - TIkG, PLACS AND ATTITULE 


. Hot ilews - report time, place, and ltitu 
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@ONF IDENT IAg- 
viene COMRAT RE PORT 


GROUP sit SON. NC _BGe Da a3_af 


(cGRE ATTACK 
TOOK PLACE 4 Ho Any flout ___HaicH? 23/00 ms peg 


MARK 2/0 ATTACKED AND CLOUK POSITION 
Our Heading _//i é 


Type of 3/2 HF od. | 
Clock Pos. 730 
Attack Level _2 pe) 
DO NOT 
WRITE IN 


THIS SPACE 


COMPLETS SToRY OF THs ATTACK: 


funy ab ceraimeliann ht aniel lar ptactclearriss lain. 


Nu pouch olf ruck filet lasbah oad dnd lane sew closom 


pov a chen 
Chev ancl aten/ a eal faa 


a 


sees 
Gunner resporisidle for 3/A aanage: Sct [C. slotla)san) Fosition hud 
ther gun positions firing on the same EfA_Nowe - 
Other A/C firing at the same time at the same B/A: 4/C Nos. None 
uw &/A was shot down or damaged: Corroborated by: 
Shot, Ch Awe lie) afo to. OLG Position in vo_Bl. 
> J. 1T A/c No. Ob£ Position in a/c EC 


1. /C'No. Position in A/C 


Comments of interrogator: 


INTSRROSATOR, 


y/ If formation varied widely standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducthg this form, no changes will be made. 
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~EORADEN TIL 
ee COMBAT REPORT 


crow {9-0 YSN. FAO. vi TE. 2-3-4 


a a AU, ° 
steep = road we: 
ft? Jo! es 3 : 


Gur Heading 
sype of 2/2 FWIFO 
Clock Pos. | s 
attack Level donf_ 
DO NOT 
WRITS IN 


THIS SPACE 
—— -—— —-——_ -— 


COUPTET STORY 07 THE aTTAGK: 


Oye | 

Qn W190 Carnt sem Uernghe Gr woh head 

arr 9 ut A b tlk Sot A forcag 
whan. fp, Vor papeare y 


Girnad cand bd bat ais “a 


fon \sed 
Gunner responsible for 3/A damage: Ly ne. Mort Fositaon WA 2. 


Other gun positions firing on the same fa iene 


Other 4/C firing at the same time at the same B/h: 4/C Nos. ya the 


Ir E/A wes shot down or dameg=d: Corroborated by: 


ei Ue} Ll. a/C tion P/O Position in Wh 
4/C No. Position in a/c 


A/G Now Position in A/C. 


Comments of interrogator: 


NJ 


TNTZRROGATOR, Time 
If formation varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducing this férm, no changes will be made. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
== COMBAT REPORT 
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ii) ATTIC! ° 
700 PLACE a 70 2°38 IN wicn 22OCo ma /4/ am 


C ATTACKED AND CDOCK POSITION 
Our leading 
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Attack Level end. 
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Gunner responsidle for 3/A damage: Pot J Hot Fosition 3B ] 


Other gun positions firing on the same BLA Su + Q 
Other 4/C firing at the same time at the same E/A: A/C Nos. - 


Ir E/A was shot down er damaged: Corroborated by: 


1 G G6, Davis A/C Now. 7102 Position in 4/0 Z Ge 


A/C No. Position in a/¢ 


—<$=<$— 


A/C No. Fosition in a/¢ 


_—__—_——— 


Comments of 1aterrogator: 


Pd 


w/, INTERROGATOR, Time 
If formation varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducing this form, no changes will be made. 


S+2 29/15-8-13 


Lalere CCvear REPORT 


GROUP oe SON. FFF _i/ _FlO vite 8-3 -¥¥ 


CRERE AYTACK 529 38'N 
TOCK PLAGE 2 00! _erowr 292.600 ms 477 /S 


WAPe 4/T ATTACKED AND CLOCK POSITION 
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—— = ————— 
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A A/C No. Wie) Position in wWe_%3 T- 
a/c fos 210 Position in vc Bomb 


Comments of interrogator: 


INTERROGATOR _ Ah Ki ZA Time 


If formation varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducing this form, no changes will be made. 
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Other 4/C firing at the same time at the same E/A: A/C Nos. 


Ir &/A was shot down or damaged: Corroborated by: 


22 es é. Harber A/C Nos lec Position in A/C j 
tik Hu/ éu A/C No. & 7S Position in A/C =, 
ic No. BL Position in wc_7_&, 


Comments of interrogator: 


INTZRROGATOR, Time 


————$—$—— 


1? formstion varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
In reproducing this farm, no changes will be made. 
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F MARK A/C ATTACKED AND CLOCK POSITION 
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Clock Pos, . Foo 
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Comments of interrogater: 
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Gunner responsible for E/A damage: Tee oe L V/ 
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, If formetion varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet. 
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If formation varied widely from standard, show by diagram on back of this sheet 
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CMPLETS STORY OF THE ATTACK: 
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Other pun positions firing on the same BA wow, 


Other A/C firing at the same time at the same E/A: A/C Nos. Nowe 
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sri: have hit Bul7 flying in x | 


Por the Commanding Officer: 


P. MINER SHAW 


Majors Air Corps 
Intelligence Offiosr 
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SUBJECT: Bveluated Combat Clains 
70 1 Sel, 100th Bombardment Group (li), APO 634 


1, ‘The following are the evaluated clains fromthe 3rd Bonbardnent | 
Division, for the Mission to Berlin, & March 1944: | 


5/Sgt. Be le Spragg 
8/Sgt. Be Le Morgan 
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ig ome ® 
FROM OIHRM 18/9920A 
XRBXX TO Pao fh 


HRM 


TAS : J26 

RESTRIUTED 13 CBW R-53-E 
EVALUATIONS 8 MARCH 1944 RECEIVED FROM 4XX 3 RD BOMB DIV FORWARDED 
FOR YOU INFORMATION: 

95TH GROUP : 6-0-2-0 

100 ¥X TH GROUP : 5-2-3-0 

390TH GROUP: 18-2-1-0 
385TH GROUP: 1-0-0-0 


AS 

JRD AR 

STATIONS K WITH R WHEN REWQUEST 

TAS ReeoeetS/2050A M/WOLFMAN AR 
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4 


TW RANDUI) f ss le 
ba ) $2, LOOth Bomb Group ~~ ee x Bot 
; 1335 Aro 

1; please refer to tie mission eas report for 8/3/u, , me 066, 
Lt, Kigak. ee 

2. This report indicates ewehysprobanle angasonet estat S report “- 
submitted by a/c 783 of the 390th Group: as gl ship. of the low 
squadron with your Group on this mission, Request re-in ation 
the claimants and observers to determine if this e/a was fire 


from the left waist guns of the 390th a/c. The story of this: report). 
required amplification along tie lines: ‘Suggested by "Check a for Mig 
Interrogators" supplied by this headquarters, gee 


3. Upon compliance With the above requast, the infomAtsad feipiaiteg, 
-together with a statement of the conclusions reached, should be’ porn 
to this headquarters. 


= Be = hind 
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3BD A=2. 28 (30 Dec 43) : 


REPORT - STATISTICAL A 


PRIMARY TARGET ss [ERK WER 
1, GROUP WING 

2, A/C ATRBOR 

3. A/C DISPATCHED 

4. A/C ATTACKING 


Afo PAILING TO ATTACK 
a, Mechanical 

b. Weathor. 

ec. Enemy Action. 


To Ai and e/a____ 
To accident. 
£, theron 
TIME OF ATTACK 


ALTITUDE OF ATTACK, 


BOMES DROPPED (PRIMARY, 
a, Number } 

b. Size_ 

c, Type els 


BOMBS DROPPED (OTHER 
a, Number 

b, Size 

ce, Type 


BOMBS DROPPED (OTHER) 
a. Number 

b, Size 

ec. Type 


PERSONNEL CASUALTIES _ 
a. Killed 
b. Wounded 
ec, Missing 
d, Rescued 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THE 
OIHRM 
KCONFIDENTIAL 100BG R-185-D ATTN: A-2 REPORTING SECTION 


/100 BG - OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE - ERKNER - & MARCH 1944, 
1. LEAFLETS - NONE 


2. BOMBING RESULTS - ALL NAVIGATORS AND BOMBARDIERS WERE CERTAIN 
THAT OUR BOMBS HIT VERY NEAR THE P.T. BUT WERE UNABLE TO DETER- 
MINE THE EXACT SPOT THEY HIT BECAUSE OF SMOKE CAUSED BY THE 
BOMBING OF KOM FORMATIONS THAT BOMBED AHEAD OF US. DENSE SMOKE 
AND FLAME WAS POURING FROM THE TARGET AT THE TIME OF OUR BOMBING. 
SOME BOMBARDIERS BELIEVE THAT OUR BOMB PATTERN STARTED ACROSS THE 
RR TRACK NE OF THE TARGET AND WALKED INTO THE TARGET. PHOTOGRAPHS 
BENT CONFIRM THE DENSE SMOKE REPORTED. THE TARGET WAS DEFINITELY 
BOMBED HEAVILY, BUT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ASCERTAIN FROM PICTURES, 
IX THE EXACT sPoT BOMBED BY A/C OF THIS GROUP. SMOKE WAS VISIBLE 
FROM TARGET AREA WHEN WE WERE OVER CELLE ON ROUTE HOME. 


E/A - 75 TO 100 S/E E/A ATTACKED BETWEEN 5236N-O805E ADXX AND THE 
1.P. THERE WERE ABOUT 15 OF PARTICULARLY INTENSE ATTACKS BEGINNING 
AT 1259. THE 45TH C.W. CAUGHT THE HEAVIEST ATTACKS. THE 4TH CoWe 
WAS ALSO SEEN TO RECEIVE SEVERE ATTACKS. THE 13TH CaWe PARTICULARLY 
OUR ERWR GROUP, RECEIVED COMPARATIVELY LIGHT ATTACKS. SPORADIC 
ATTACKS CONTINUED UNTIL WE RENDEZVOUSED WITH A LARGE NUMBEROF OUR 
ESCORT FIGHTERS NEAR THE IePe E/A WERE SCATTERED BUT REMAINED WITH | 
OUR FORMATION UNTIL WE LEFT THE BERLIN AREA ON OUR ROUTE FROM 
TARGET. WITHDRAWAL SUPPORT WAS EXCELLENT AND NO E/A WERE SEEN 

ALONG ROUTE FROM TARGET. ONE OF OUR A/C IS MISSING AND IS THOUGHT 
TO HAVE BEEN SHOT DOWN BY E/A. OUR CLAIMS ARE 5-4-2. 


FLAK: OSNABRUCK - MEAGRE AND INACCURATE. 
MADGEBURG - MODERATE BARRAGE, INACCURATE. 
BERLIN - MODERATE AND INACCURATE ON OUR FORMATION, BUT vr 
XXXX VERY INTENSE OVER THE CENTER OF THE CITY. 
SEVERAL ROCKETS OBSERVED. 
GIFHORN  - MEAGRE AND INACCURATE. 
DIEPHOLZ = MEAGRE AND INACCURATE. 


WEATHER - CAVU IN TARGET AREA. 
OBSERVATIONS - NONE 
OTHER INFORMATION. 


1. 5 A SMALL NUMBER OF BOMBS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE HIT THE SMALL 
TOWNS OF HANGELSBERG, 5224N-1356E, AND GARDELECGEN, 5232N-1124F. 
FIRE AND SMOKE WAS OBSERVED IN BOTH PLACES. 

2. ON ROUTE FROM TARGET, AT 1603 HOURS, 4 P-38"S WERE SEEN TO 
ATTACK A TRAIN RUNNING BETWEEN MEPPEL AND ZWOLLE. THE ENGINE 
WAS SEEN TO EXPLODE. 

3 earth THOUGHT THAT A SMOKE SCREEN WAS SEEN INSIDE THE CITY OF 
4. FIGHTER SUPPORT WAS SEAK OVER THE SAME AREA AS ON THE PREVIOUS 
MISSION TO BERLIN, AND AGAIN A LARGE NUMBER OF BOMBERS WERE 
DESTROYED. AFTER WE REACHED THE I.P. THE ESCORT IMPROVED AND 

WAS EXCELLENT ON ROUTE FROM TARGET» 

AT 1332 HOURS, NEAR 5218N-1144E, ONE P-47 OPERATING ALONE WAS 
SEEN TO SHOOT DOWN TWO E/A IN A SPACE OF A FEW MINUTES. E/A 
WAE WERE SO BUSY ATTACKING BOMBERS IT WASN'T THOUGHT THAT THEY 
KNEW THE P-47 WAS ABOUT. IT WAS LAST SEEN HEADED BACK TOWARD 
ENGLAND, BUT CREW MEMBERS BELIEVED THAT IT WAS TOO FAR IN ob 
BE ABLE’ TO MAKE THE RETURN TRIP. —~— 
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THE OIHRM V TAS NR 15 P a Ea 
OM TAS 09/1807A 

age oso @ eb 


INFO OF OIHRM 
CONFIDENTIAL 100 BG R-201-D ATTN: A=2 REPORTING SECTION 


100 BG ~ OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE = ERKNER + 8 MARCH 1944, 


As ENEMY AIR OPPOSITION = THE 100 TH GROUP FURNISHED A/C FOR 
THE gay HIGH SQUADRON OF THE LEAD GROUP IN THE 13TH CoWs 


WERE FIRST SFEN AT 1155 HOURS, NEAR 5254N-0509E 


BUT THEY REMAT 
AT 4239 MOURS, IN THE VICINITY OF NIENBURG, THE MAJORITY OF 
OUR ESCORT LEFT fs 


TARGET 
ALL TIMES UNTIL WE REACHED THE I.P. THE TACTICS OBSERVED 
UR RE ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THOSE 
REPORTED IN OUR LAST REPORT WHEN ATTACKS WERE CONCENTRATED 
ON THE 15TH COMBAT WING, RUM OBSERVATIONS OF BOTH MISSIONS 
IT APPEARS THAT A NEW STANDARD ATTACK IS NOW EMPLOYED BY E/A 
THAT SOMEWHAT RESEMBLES THE TRIPLE THREAT. IN THIS ATTACK 
me APPROACH IN TWO GROUPS OF 3'S FROM 11 AND 1 O'CLOCK 
YING PARALLEL TO A WING FORMATION UNTIL ABOUT 800 YARDS 
OUT, THEY THEN CUT SHARP DTN FRO Ee Tae ede 


WERE OBSERVED AGAINST 

IL ATTACKS WERE 
MADE ON THE ATH CoWs BY SINGLE A/C AND ALSO ATTACKS WERE 
SEEN FROM 9 AND 10 O*ELOCK POSITIONS, IN THE INITIAL ATTACKS 
EX E/A WERE NOT OBSERVED UAL ARMAMENT» 


TROUBLE. ALSO 9 Bei7'S FROM THE ASTH CeWs, 1 IN THE ATH Calle 
2 IN THE 95TH GROUP, 2 IN THE 390TH GROUP AND 6 UNIDENTIFIED 
B-17°S NERXXWKEN SEEN TO BE DESTROYED BY E/As OTHERS 
WERE OBSERVED THAT STRAGGLED FROM FORMATIONS AND PROBABLY WERE 
DESTROYED, OUR CLAIMS ARE 5-4-2, 

IN THE TARGET AREA’ A LARGE NUMBER OF E/A WERE SEEN BY Xxx 
BUT THEY WERE EFFECTIVELY COUNTERED BY OUR ESCORT, THERE WERE 
ABOUT 25 T/E E/A IN THIS AREA MADE UP OF JU 8's, ME 1101s 
AND ME 410"S, ALSO SOME UNIDENTIFIED A/C WERE SEEN INCLUDING 
ONE S/E AVC WITH FIXED LANDING GEAR THAT WAS NOT THOUGHT TO 

. 


BE A 
ON ROUTE FROM TARGET NO ATTACKS WERE OBSERVED ON ANY 
FORMATIONS BECAUSE OF EXCELLENT FIGHTER SUPORT. E/A WERE AIR 
BORNE IN OUR VICINITY, HOWEVER, AND WERE SEEN To SHOOT Dow" 
THREE B-24's THAT WERE STRAGCLING FROM FORMATION. 
EXPERIENCES OF THE LAST TWO MISSIONS INDICATE THAT THERE 
IS A HEAVY CONCENTRATION OF S/E E/A BETWEEN DUNNER LAKE AND 
NIENBURG. IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT THERE IS A SUFFICIENT 
NUMBER IN THAT AREA TO OVERPOWER THE NORMAL ALLOTMENT OF 
ESCORT A/C, CREW MEMBERS BELIEVE THAT A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE 
IN THE LONG RANGE FIGHTER ESCORT SHRWR SUPPORTING OUR FORMATION 


WHILE PASSING THROUGH THIS FIGHTER BELT WOULD HAVE REDUCED 
OUR LOSSES, : * 
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SS 

—" Vesonvni LUNDe 

te 5 AIRDROMES WERE REPORTED LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: CELLE, 
QUAKENBRUCK, NEAR BRUNSWICK, 5S235N=1002F, AND 5234N=1031E. 
ALL WERE REPORTED AS et APPR KIMATELY 30.S/E FI a 
WICH THE EXCEPT THE AIRF LY 


ON OF T CELLE WHICH HAD 
APPROXIMATELY 30 S/E FIGHTERS PLUS 6 T/E 


AL,SO-AT. THE AIRFIELD AT Ceukz AND EauNst rs WEKIE Fleyrrn i 
"WERE OBSERVED TAKTING ON GatwAGs THE Fi an 
BRUNSWI REPORTED i 


CK WAS AS BEING WELL CAM 
24 4 SHIPS WERE REPORTED IN THE AMSTERDAM 


oar THEMs THESE BU 
SMOKE PUFFS LIKE FLAK AND 
THOSE FROM A VERY PISTOL. 
C, FRIENDLY A/C IN DIstREss 
ONE 


OF OUR A/C IS MISSING: A/C NO. 056 WAS SEEN TO HAVE TROUBLE 
ne NO, 1 ENGINE IN DUMMER LAKE AREA ON gt Bs Peat 


CORT FIGHTERS CAME TO IT. 
‘OME DISTANCE BEHIND STILL IN 
WERE SEEN» 


OTHER A/C ee 
AT 1242 HOURS NEAR DUNMER LAKE, A SILVER Bei? FROM THE STH 
eons PEELED OUT OF FORMATION AND KOWEXXEXE sxx LOST ALTITUDE. 
IT WAS UNDER CONTROL HEADED BACK TOWARD ENGLAND WHEN LA 
ITS DIFFICULTIES COULD NOT BE ASCERTAINED, 
ES CAME OUT WHEN IT PEELED TRON YEOUAT TON 
TH GROUP AND 


DOWN IN A NOSE DIVE AND 
SHED, 4 CHUTES 


. 
BUT WERE JUMPED 
EN" SHOT DOWNs< NO CHUTES WERE SEEN 

OF HANOVER, AB=17 FROM THE 95TH Goxxx 
OF FORMATION BY E/As IT WAS LAST Sony 
CONTROL NO CHUTES VERE SEENC 
Bet? FROM TH ATH CeWs WAS HIT 
OF CONTROL. NO CHUTES WERE 


—— 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


ES 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


ye 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958 


THE OIHRM V TAS NR 15 P 
FROM TAS 09/1807A 


CONFIDENTIAL 100 BG R-201-D ATTN: A-2 REPORTING SECTION 
100 BG - OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE - ERKNER - 8 MARCH 1944. 


A. ENEMY AIR OPPOSITION - THE 100 TH GROUP FURNISHED A/C FOR 
THE LEAD AND HIGH SQUADRON OF THE LEAD GROUP IN THE 13TH CaWe 
THERE WAS ONE DIRECT ATTACK FROM THE NOSE ON OUR HIGH SQUADRON. 
OTHER E/A THAT MADE PASSES AT OUR FORMATION WERE RECOVERING 
FROM PASSES MADE ON THE WING AHEAD OR APPARENTLY PREPARING 
TO ATTACK FORMATIONS BEHIND. 

E/A WERE FIRST SEEN AT 1155 HOURS, NEAR 5234N-O509E, 

B BUT THEY REMAINED IN THEDISTANCE AWAY FROM OUR FORMATIONS. 

AT 1239 HOURS, IN THE VICINITY OF NIENBURG, THE MAJORITY OF 
OUR ESCORT LEFT US AND E/A CLOSED IN. IT is ESTIMATED THAT 
BETWEEN THIS POINT AND THE 1.P. BETWEEN 80 AND 100 S/E E/A, 
ABOUT EVENLY DIVIDED BETWEEN FW 490°S AND ME109"S, ATTACKED 
OUR DIVISION FORMATION. THE FIRST ATTACKS WERE CONCENTRATED 
ON THE 45TH C.W. E/A WERE SEEN TO ATTACK THE GROUPS IN THIS 
C.W. BY DIVING THROUGH THEIR FORMATIONS FROM AHEAD IN GROUPS 
OF 4, 6, AND 8 FLYING WING TIP TO WING TIP. AFTER THE FIRST 
SERIES OF ATTACKS, E/A SEPARATED INTO SMALLER UNITS OF 2'S 
AND 3"S AND CIRCLED BACK TO HXX THE FRONT FOR MORE ATTACKS. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 40 E/A IN THE FIRST GROUP ATTACKING. OTHER 
UNITS OF E/A JOINED THE ATTACK AS WEEK WE CONTINUED TO THE 
TARGET AND THERE APPEARED TO BE AT LEAST 30 E/A ABOUT AT 
ALL TIMES UNTIL WE REACHED THE I.P. THE TACTICS OBSERVED 
DURING THIS SERIES OF ATTACKS WERE ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THOSE 
REPORTED IN OUR LAST REPORT WHEN ATTACKS WERE CONCENTRATED 
ON THE 13TH COMBAT WING. FRM OBSERVATIONS OF BOTH MISSIONS 
IT APPEARS THAT A NEW STANDARD ATTACK IS NOW EMPLOYED BY E/A 
THAT SOMEWHAT RESEMBLES THE TRIPLE THREATe IN THIS ATTACK 
E/A APPROACH IN TWO GROUPS OF 3°S FROM 11 AND 1 O'CLOCK 
FLYING PARALLEL TO A WING FORMATION UNTIL ABOUT 800 YARDS 
OUT. THEY THEN CUT SHARPLY TO HXX THE LEFT AND RIGHT, ONE 
ELEMENT PASSING OVER THE OTHER IN FRONT OF THE TOW GROUPS TO 
BE HIT AND ATTACKING THE GROUP OPPOSITE THXX TO THE ONE EACH 
ELEMENT FIRST APPROACHES. THESE ARE DIVING ATTACKS. 
STANDARD NOSE ATTACKS OF ALL TYPES WERE OBSERVED AGAINST 
BOTH THE 45TH CeWe AND 4TH C.W.e ALSO A FEW TAIL ATTACKS WERE 
MADE ON THE 4TH C.W. BY SINGLE A/C AND ALSO ATTACKS WERE 
SEEN FROM 9 AND 10 O"ELOCK POSITIONS. IN THE INITIAL ATTACKS 
EX E/A WERE NOT OBSERVED TO USE ANY UNUSUAL ARMAMENT. 

ONE A/C FROM THIS GROUP IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED 
BY E/A AFTER BEING FORCED OUT OF FORMATION BECAUSE OF ENGINE 
TROUBLE. ALSO 9 B-17"S FROM THE 45TH CeWe, 1 IN THE 4TH Cee 
2 IN THE 95TH GROUP, 2 IN THE 390TH GROUP AND 6 UNIDENTIFIED 
B-17'S WEEXXWEEX WERE SEEN TO BE DESTROYED BY E/A. OTHERS 
WERE OBSERVED THAT STRAGGLED FROM FORMATIONS AND PROBABLY WERE 
DESTROYED. OUR CLAIMS ARE 5-4-2. 

IN THE TARGET AREA A LARGE NUMBER OF. E/A WERE SEEN BY XXX 
BUT THEY WERE EFFECTIVELY COUNTERED BY OUR ESCORT. THERE WERE 
ABOUT 25 T/E E/A IN THIS AREA MADE UP OF JU 88'S, ME 110"S, 
AND ME -410°S. ALSO SOME UNIDENTIFIED A/C WERE—SEEN -ENGLUD 
oe A/C WITH FIXED LANDING GEAR THAT WAS NOT THOUGHT TO 
BE A JU 8&7. 

ON ROUTE FROM TARGET NO ATTACKS WERE OBSERVED ON ANY 
FORMATIONS BECAUSE OF EXCELLENT FIGHTER SUPORT. E/A WERE AIR 
BORNE IN OUR VICINITY, HOWEVER, AND WERE SEEN TO SHOOT DOWN 

THREE B-24'S THAT WERE STRAGGLING FROM FORMATION. 

EXPERIENCES OF THE LAST TWO MISSIONS INDICATE THAT THERE 
IS A HEAVY CONCENTRATION OF S/E E/A BETWEEN DUMMER LAKE AND 
NIENBURG. IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT THERE IS A SUFFICIENT 
NUMBER IN THAT AREA TO OVERPOWER THE NORMAL ALLOTMENT OF 
ESCORT A/C. CREW MEMBERS BELIEVE THAT A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE 
IN THE LONG RANGE FIGHTER ESCORT SHEER SUPPORTING OUR FORMATION: 
WHILE PASSING THROUGH THIS FIGHTER BELT WOULD HAVE REDUCED 
OUR LOSSES. 
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B. OBSERVATIONS: : 
1. 5 AIRDROMES WERE REPORTED LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: CELLE, 
QUAKENBRUCK, NEAR BRUNSWICK, 5235N-1002F, AND 5234N-1031E. 
ALL WERE REPORTED AS HAVING APPROXIMATELY 30 S/E FIGHTERS 
WiGH THE EXCEPTION or THE AIRFIELD AT CELLE WHICH HAD 
_ APPROXIMATELY 30 S/E FIGHTERS PLUS. 6 T/E) FIGHTWEXXX FIGHTERSs. 
ALSO AT THE AIRFIELD AT CELLE AND BRUNSWICK, SEVERAL A/C 
WERE OBSERVED TAXIING ON RUNWAYS. THE AIRFIELD AT 
BRUNSWICK WAS REPORTED AS BEING WELL CAMOUFLAGED. 
2. 4 SHIPS WERE REPORTED IN THE AMSTERDAM HARBOUR. CREWS 
REPORT AXXX THAT A SMOKE SCREEN WAS BEING PUT UP OVER 
THESE SHIPS. ONE VESSEL APPEARED TO BE VERY LARGE AND 
THERE WERE TWO SMALLER SHIPS NEAR BY. 
3. SMOKE SCREENS WERE REPORTED IN OPERATION AT HANOVER, 
BRUNSWICK, MADGEBURG, AND IN THE CITY OF BERLIN. 
4. IN THE VICINITY OF DUMMER LAKE ROCKETS WERE REPORTED 
SHOT UP FROM THE GROUND, WHICH LEFT A TRAIL OF SMOKE 
} BEHIND THEM. THESE BURST IN THE AIR MIKXXX MAKING BLACK 
i SMOKE PUFFS LIKE FLAK AND THEN RED FLARES CAME OUT RESEMBLING 
THOSE FROM A VERY PISTOL. 


C. FRIENDLY A/C IN DISTRESS 
ONE OF OUR A/C IS MISSING: A/C NO. 056 WAS SEEN TO HAVE TROUBLE 
WITH NO. 1 ENGINE IN THE DUMMER LAKE AREA ON ROUTE TO TARGET. 

AN ATTEMPT TO FEATHER THIS ENGINE WAS UNSUCCESSFUL AND A/C FELL 

| OUT OF ITS POSITION IN THE FORMATION. IT IS BELIEVED THAT 

| THIS A/C FLEW WITH THE LOW SQUADRON OF OUR GROUP UNTIL WE 

WERE NEAR THE I.P. WHERE IT WAS SEEN TO LAG BEHIND AND RECEIVE 
ATTACKS FROM THREE E/A. ESCORT FIGHTERS CAME TO ITS RESCUE 

| AND IT WAS LAST SEEN SOME DISTANCE BEHIND STILL IN LEVEL 

| FLIGHT. NO CHUTES WERE SEEN. 


| OTHER A/C 

1, AT 1242 HOURS NEAR DUMMER LAKE, A SILVER B-17 FROM THE 95TH 

GROUP PEELED OUT OF FORMATION AND XWWEXXXXE SXX LOST ALTITUDE. 
IT WAS UNDER CONTROL HEADED BACK TOWARD ENGLAND WHEN LAST 
SEEN. ITS DIFFICULTIES COULD NOT BE ASCERTAINED. THREE 

CHUTES CAME-OUT WHEN IT PEELED FROM FROMATION. pS wT | 

2. AT 1249 HOURS, NEAR DUMMER LAKE, TWO B-17'S WENT DOWN, 

CAUSE UNKNOWN. ONE WAS FRON 390TH.GROUP AND THE OTHER WAS 

,, UNIDENTIFIED, 6 CHUTES CAME OUT OF THE 590TH A/C. 

|3e AT 1251 HOURS, NRXX NEAR 5228-0855 E A B=17 PULLED OUT OF 

| THE LEAD GROUP OF THE 45TH COMBAT WING FIRING GREEN-GREEN 

|FLARES. IT WENT DOWN IN A NOSE DIVE AND STARTED TO FALL 
APART BEFORE IT CRASHED. 4 CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

4. AT 1257 HOURS, NEAR STEINKUDER LAKE, A P-47 WENT DOWN 
APPARENTLY OUT OF CONTROL. NO CHUTE WAS SEEN. 

5. AT 1300 HOURS, NORTH OF HANOVER, 4 B-17'S FROM THE ASTH C.W. 
WERE KNOCKED OUT OF FORMATION. THEY TRXX TURNED BACK TOWARD - 
ENGLAND WITH ENGINES SMOKING BUT WERE JUMPED BY MORE E/A AND 
ALL WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SHOT DOWN.( NO CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

6. AT 1300, 7 MILES NORTH OF HANOVER, AB-17 FROM THE 95TH GOXXX 
GROUP WAS KNOCKED OUT OF FORMATION BY E/A. IT WAS LAST SEEN 
LOSING ALTITUDE UNDER CONTROL. NO CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

7. AT 1302 HOUR, NORTH OF HANOVER, 1 B-17 FROM TH ATH C.We WAS HIT 
BY E/A AND WENT STRAIGHT DOWN OUT OF CONTROL. NO CHUTES WERE 
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8. AT 1304 HOURS TWO MORE B-17"S WERE SEEN TO BE KNOCKED OUT 

OF THE 45 C.oW. BY E/A. NOs 1 ENGINE WAS ON FIRE AND PART OF 

THE TAIL WAS SHOT AWAY ON ONE. SIX SXXX CHUTES WERE SEEN 

FROM THIS ONE. THE OTHER WENT STRAIGHT DOWN AND CRASHED. 

1 CHUTE WAS SEEN. 

9. AT 1310 HOURS, NEAR 5236N-1014E, A Bei7 FEL L OUT OF THE 
45 CWU_AND PULLED AWAY WITH ITS WHEELS DOWN. IT WAS LAST 
hin ot pe ale FLIGHT WITHE/A CIRCLING AROUND ITs ..NO CHUTES. 

10. AT 1327 HOURS, NEAR 5229N-1121E, TWO B-17" WERE KNOCKED OUT 

—OF _THE_45TH_C.W. BY E/A. BOTH WENT DOWN SMOKING, BUT UNDER | 

CONTROL. THREE CHUTES WERE SEEN. | 

11. AT 1337 HOURS, IN THE VICINITY OF MADGEBURG, A B-17 FROM THE ~ 
LEAD SQUADRON OF THE 45TH CeW. WAS APPARENTLY HIT BY FLAK AND 
FELL OUT OF FORMATION WITH FIRE IN NO. 4 ENGINE. AS IT FELL 
at FROM ITS FORMATION IT BROKE IN HALF AT THE BT. 9 CHUTES 

RE SEEN. 

12. AT 1337 HOURS, NEAR MADGEBURG TWO B-17'S FROM THE 95THE 
GROUP WERE KNOCKED OUT OF FORMATION BY E/A. THEY WERE LAST 
SEEN LOSING ALTITUDE UNDER CONTROL. NO CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

13. AT 1338 HOURS, NEAR MADGEBURG, TWO B-17"S WERE KNOCKED OUT 
OF THE WING AHEAD AND WENT DOWN UNDER CONTROL, BUT FLAMING. 
IX 4 CHUTES WERE SEEN FROM ONE AND 35 CHUTES FROM THE OTHER. 

14. AT 1408HOURS, SOUTH OF BERLIN, A B~i7 STRAGGLING FROM THE 
390TH GROUP (CALL LETTER "V"), WAS ATTACKED BY 3 ME 4109'S. 
IT WENT DOWN AND WAS SEEN TO CRASH. 10 CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

15. AT 1437 HOURS, IN THE TARGET AREA, TWO B-24°S WERE WEEN 

TO GO DOWN IN A SPIN AFTER BEING HIT BY FLAK. NO CHUTES 
WERE OBSERVED. 

16. AT 1459 HOURS, NEAR MAGDEBURG, NO. 2 IN THE LOW SQUADRON’ | 
OF THE GROUP TO OUR RIGHT (95TH) FELL OUT OF FORMATION WITH 
NO. 4 ENGINE FEATHERED AND HEADED FOR CLOUD COVER. 2 E/A 
WENT AFTER HIM. NO CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

17. AT 1515 HOURS, IN BRUNSWECI AREA, 2 B-24"S THAT WERE 
THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN HIT BY FLAK, WEN DOWN SPINNING. NO 
CHUTES WERE SEEN. 

18. AT 1523 HOURS, NEAR 5235N-1003E, 2 B-24'S WERE ATTACKED BY 
3 E/A AND WENT DOWN. ONE CAUGHT FIRE AND WENT DOWN IN A 
FLAT SPIN.s THE OTHER TURNED OVER ON ITS BACK, FELL AWAY AND 
WAS SEEN TO CRASH. NO CHUTES WERE OBSERVED. 

19.-AT 1550 HOURS, NEAR LINCGEN, THREE CHUTES WERE lo ea! aaa 
NO AX A/C WAS SEEN TO BE IN DISTRESS. 


De CREW SUGGESTIONS-- 

1. GUNNERS REQUEST SOME TRACER AMMUNITION. 

2. THE NUMBER OF MISSIONS PER TOUR OF DUTY SHOULD NOT BE 
INCREASED IF RECENT MISSIONS ARE AN INDEX TO WHAT IS TO BE 
EXPECTED IN THE FUTURE. 

3. FIGHTER SUPORT WAS AGAIN SPOTTY, AND E/A TOOK FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF THE SITUATION. 


AS ' 

OIHRM AND THE WILL SEND CC o 
b1HR/) 2320 fh. 
THE ih are 

PLSE STAND BY FO FOR +i B/CAST 


‘TOD 09/2205A C SVALDI (2) BBBB | 
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STATISI ICAL FLAK- FORM @ 
For Lead Ships Only. 


DATE OF ATTACK As {49 
prior's NU lgelMosenthal vivicsifhhS Buabrecke M0. SOP 


1. The 100t! A Croup flew (eigh-lead—bew) of the 13thfse) C., in 3rd B.D. Formation. 
Tha-LOGth_B Croup—Ptew (iid, LETT LOW tit rt 


2. Altitude over Target - 
Lead = A/C 
Highest " 
Lowest “th 
3. True Heading on Bomb Run 
4s Ground Spéed on Bomb Run 224 Knot 


5. Flew Straight and Level before Pombing =3S. . sec, - 


PA gga 
6. Time Bombs Away + Mig SS 
7. Turn from Tarzet after Bombing 

2 
8. True Course Away from Target 222 $ 


PRE 


10. Visibility at Tarcet: = PAS 


9, Brief eseription of Rvasive Action in Target Area: aight s i 6 pa 


11. ACTUAL ROUTE FLOWN OVER UNEMY TERRITORY: ust be exact and give check points, 


[206 \§234 -a$r! 70° 


(229 |so34-07/7| 927 


jackin cnumeiad (see 5°7, 


/ES3 \€235--07/ 3s aid oe 
S-2 50-8 /2/ih minmmoserina orion Lagot ee Micoc 


Me 20% S239 -OFS7 775° : 
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ee 
@ won axr ©@ 
For Lesd Ships Only 
TARGET DATE OF ATTACK 
Nguor SAMS SHIP NO. 
%, 
yl. The 100th Group flew as (high, lead, low) croup of the Cg, in 
- the AiT.F, 


Altitudg, of Lead A/C over Target 
Altitudelig? High A/C over Target 
fltitude df Low A/C over Target 


2. ACTUAL ROUTE ° 
where not poss 


own over enemy territory giving names of tgfns if possible, 
© give coordinates. (No course is flowg#exactly as briefed. ) 


ait woes 
3. Visibility at target ( ? 


Pee 


vsti 

he fis of bord Min 
ail 

Me bombs aw 


6. How long dig’formation fly straight and level before bombing? 


7. Turn aftef bombing (course awey from target) 


description of evasive action in target area. 


Reporting Officer. 


» Se2 50-8/1/44 
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STATISTICAL FLAX FORM S 
For Lead Ships Only " 


TARGST DATE OF ATTACK 513 [4#- 
PILOT'S NAME: Sy a eee : _afe no. FIO _ 


The 100th (Group flew (mieh-lead—tew) of the “Ize ) C., in 3rd B.D. Formation. 
The 100th 8 Group flew (ii,h-lead-low) " " oe Det eat HY | ar " s 


Altitude over Target - 4 Group “= S> B Group 
Lead A/c 25.200 E 


Highest —™ ar RWS 50 
} “Lowest gee Seal BO 
True Heading on Bomb Run F 
- Ground Speed on Bomb Run. A. ROD > 220 mb 2S S 
Flew Straight and Level before Pombing Sp- —}-D sec. 
. Time Bombs Away 
Turn from Target after Bombing 


True Course Away from Target 


Visibility at Tarzet: 


ACTUAL ROUTS PLOUN GVER “NEMY TERRITORY: Wust be exact and give check points. 


thax Linge fe Ler 


Dy trikee MM hey OS 
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@ =ostatioricaL ruax ron: Gi 
For Lead Ships Only 
DaTE OF ATTACK 
SHIP NO. 
i The Gpota Group flew as (high, lead, low) group of the Co Wyse 
the__* AT Fe 
jltitude "ef Lead A/c over Target ; 
Altitude ofHigh 4/C over Target ri 
fLtitude A/C over Target § 
2) ACTUSL ROUTE flQwn over enemy territory giving names of toyi® if possible, 
where not possibl@ give coordinates. (No course is flown @€actly as briefed.) 
ec 
& — 2 
f 
Visibility at target (Condensation trails, clouds, . 
: agente a 
sg RES 
eer 
Fy a; & 
snore 
d formation fly straisht and level before bombing? 
‘ter bombing (course away from target) 
icf description of evasive action in target area. % 
%, 


Reperting Officer 


S-2 50-8/1/44 
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STATISTICAL FLAK FORM @ 
For Lead Ships Only 


DATE OF ATTACK a2 Jat ‘ 
PILOT'S WANE - NAVIGATO A/C NC. 


1, The ‘oth A Group flew (iigh-lead—kew) of the 13th( ) C.Y. in 3rd B.D, formation. 
The 100th B Group flew (nigh-lead-low) " * " ( )om mon 


2, Altitude over Target — ME A Group 8 Group 
Lead ee Rages . 
Highest ~~~ One 
Lowest " 
True Heading on Bomb Run QAO 


Ground Speed on Bomb Ran 


Time Bombs Away 
Turn from Target after Bombing 
True Course Away from Target 


Brief Nescription of Evasive Action in Tarzet Area: 


LQ4Hr iF Di'm merhale 

1 oe IA 
LBS ae SUS 12501. 

/42. 4a G3 2:5 

J4i9 | Zot'h US cgea 
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& STATISTICAL FLAK FORI @ 
For Lead Ships Only 
Se TARGET DaTE OF ATTACK 


Sor: NAME SHIP KO. 


1. The 100th Group flew as (high, lead, low) croup of the 
the AcT.F. 


Altitude-of Lead A/C over Target 

oa 7 st . / 

Altitude of High 4/C over Target 

{Altitude oftjew A/C over Target rig 
a ie mae 


2. ACTUAL ROUTR flewn over enemy territory giving names of toggle possible, 
where not possible give coordinates, (No course is flown actly as briefed. ) 


a 


% 


is 
ageopnet 
at 


is : | 
3. Visibility at target mdensation trails, cloudbiy etc.) “th, gore 


& 4 eee 
# + ee 


3 a os description of evasive action in target area. 
f 


Reporting Officer 
$-2 50-8/1/44 
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PF Pe STATISTICAL. FLAK: FORU C 


For Lead Ships Only 


. . ® + hy oe YJ 
TARGIT , DATE OF ATTACK hea Z 24. 


PILOT'S NAME. . - NAVIGATOR. 


1. The 100th A Group flew (high-lead—-low) of the 13th( ) C.%. in ard B.D. Formation. 
The 100th B Group flew (ni,h-lead-low) " " ™ ( jm mon on é 


Altitude over Target - A Group 3 Grotip 
Lead A/C 
Highest '" 
Lowest ~™"! 

True Heading on Eomb Run 

Ground Speed on Bomb Run 

Flew Straight and Level before Pombing sec. 

Time Bombs Away 

Turn from Tarzet after Bombing 


True Course Away from Target 


Prief Des¢ription of Fvasive Action in Target Area: 


Visibility at Tarcet: 


ACTUAL ROUTE FLOUN OVER TINEMY TERRITORY: Must be,exact and give check points, 
} : 


COORDINATES | F ane GROUND SPEED 


Se oat ney te 
454i rege ne 


eB GRIN SMR ee 
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TARGET DaTZ OF ATTACK 
tS MAM SHIP WO. 
4 —_——- = 


a 
1. The \COth Greup flew as (high, lead, low) group of the i. i 
the > ATs. 
ee 
Altitude “gf Lead A/C over Target. 


Altitude o®, High 4/C over Target 
Jltitude of tow a/C over Target, 


Be 
2. J£2TUAL XOUTE fiewn over cnemy territory giving names of town 


ft possible, 
where not possible give coordinates. (No course is flown e 
ke 


tly as briefed.) 


How long id formation fly straight and level before bombing? 


7. Tarn after bombing (course away from target) 


Brief description of evasive action in target area. 


Reporting C*Zicer. 
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‘f ee lv ae sue lened pape? 


‘a4 fie lao pee. Theo Pe. ae 


f thats 7. Aittlen. lan forge 
ES thee” “gc 


ee lack tibg 4 i. Og ae (APES 
LE Wilhge, Lr Z 
ee “¢ ected ees caudt oa ‘cee 


oF L LW Ad aunt. va Cpuren 
bed fon Alani (pox abldedly 18000) aoe 
clad. [late nie Lf, cewo thine d fy joa, af 
FS Py ffseced fy th pal 70 us Auch 
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ee 
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7» How long did formation fly straight ard level before bombing? GO SEC. 
&. Turn after bombing. 


to deff +o 190° 


(Course awsy from target) 


Sag 


9. Short description of evasive action in target area. 


rq 


¥ 


10. A deseripizon of flak en reute and at target, including if possibie, 
sugges sions ac wi t=pe of fire control employed, 
and 
ever 
ik 


phenomena or comments; Créws re nef 
E 


ys 


Include herein any 


+, 


q 


s 


? 
a 
a 3 
a 
y 


~ Best Lyi Bele 
S€¢én O¢ér Con tintaé Tn the words of Oe rely. 
ian 
Du? 


eS 
se 
& 
by 
% 


ocke 


wg Ya 45-497 lV ct 
pilhsid Mawengr. ZO IES bacteualoah 
md A thy ace bt wed 024 G7 
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over at. 1242 hours in the vicinity of Dummer Lake dontinuing escort east of © 
Celle until 1330 hours, Between Dummer and Steinhuder Lakes, gaggles totalling 
100 plus e/a which approached from the southeast were engaged, Enemy attacks 
were aggressive on fighters and bombers alike and about, 12 bombers were lost in 
this area, Group scored 16-0-3 in combats from 18,000 feet to deck for loss of 
3, The 363rd Group made rendezvous west of Celle ani took the bombers to the 
start. of the bomb run, destroying 5 o/a for the loss of one, The 20th Group made 
rendezvous northeast of Hanover at 1323 hours and left the bombers northeast 

of Wittenburg without combat, 


oe The 4th Group made rendezvous northeast of Gardelegen at 1330 hours, 
tacks by 65 plus e/a, mostly single-engine a/c from Genthin to south of Berlin 
were engaged with resulting cleims of 16=4-5 for the loss of one, Escort was 
troken at 1430 hours near Teltow, 


Withdrawal: The 352nd Group made rendezvous in the vicinity of Wietzen at 1527 
hours reporting other Pe{7s and P-38s present, Combats south of Dummer Lake and 
near Meppen resulted in claim of 20-0 for no loss, Escort was broken at 
Zuider Zee at 1600 hours, The 356th Group met bombers at 1538 hours in the 
vicinity of Quackenbruck and broke escort at 1635 hours over Egnoni, driving 
off a few o/n attacking bombers northeast of Lingen, 


ESCORT TO 2ND DIVISION - (2nd Air Task Force) 


Penetration: The 362nd Group joined the bombers at the Dutch const escorting 
them to Lingon without incident, The 359th Group reniezvoused carly at 1207 


hours over Egmond and carried the bombers to Steinhuder Lake, sighting 25 

FW 190s in the distances, A combat north of Minden resulted in an e/a probably 
destroyed, 56 B Group, picking up the bombers at 1242, reported combate 
 yhicted 100 o/a, with pilots aggressive ard porsistent, The Group made clnims 
of 4-3-7, 


Target: The 354th Group made rendezvous south of Sterial at 1342 hours taking the 
bombers through the target and back to Stendal breaking escort at 1445, Only 
a few e/a were seen in the target area and claims of 1-0-1 were made, 


: The 364th Group joined the torbers at 1449 hours 30 miles south of 

nswick, and escorted them to the vicinity of Dummer Lake at 1520 hours, 
Between Magdeburg and iagg 4 the 364th had several combats with small enemy 
formations making claims of 8-2-5 for the loss of two, The 355th Group made 
rerdeyous with the rear boxes and stragglers et Steinhuder Lake at 1532 hours 
escorting them out to Egmond at 1620 hours, Two e/a seen in the air were 
destroyed as wore five others seen on the ground near Hesepe. 78 B Group joined 
the bombers at 1548 hours at east Dummer Lake and took them to the vicinity of 
Egmond at 1619 hours, i 


ESCORT TO 1ST DIVISION » (3rd Air Task Force) 
The 353rd Group made rendezvous at 1213 hours and escorted bombers 


Penetration: 
to 20 miles north of Brunswick at 1330 hours, As a-result of combats at Dummer 
leke this group makes olaime of 5-0-3 for the loss of one, 


oy 
EQNETRENTIAL 
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: The 357th Group joined the bombers north of Brunswick .at 1315 hours, 

escorted them through the target and left them at Gardelegen at 1450 hours, 

- Combats in the target area from 25,000 feet to the deck resulted in claims of 
7-0-3 for the loss of one, On the way home, this group picked up other bombers 
and escorted them to the Zuider Zee, 55th Group met the bombers in the vicinity 
of Brandenburg at 1441 hours ami escorted them to Lingen at 1535 hours, Had sev- 
eral brushes with small enemy formations but makes no claims, 


Withdrawal: 78 A Group rendezvoused at Steinhuder Lake at 1534 hours and escorted 
bombers to Lingen, This Group had combat with one Fil 190 near Dummer Lake re- 
sulting in claims of 0-1-0, Further withdrawal support was givon by 361, 358, 

362 and 359 Groups making their second missions of the day, 361st Group scored 
2-0-1 without loss, 


Two squadrons of RAF Mustangs, totalling 28 aircraft, provided withdrawal 
escort from north of Brunswick, They had many combats but no claims are made, 
_- Al1 adreraft returned safely, 7 


NOTE: The foregoing is based on proliminary information ani should not be 
used for record purposes, ; 
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CONFIDENTIAL a, 


d Battle Demage = 127 Be}7s and 89 B-2is category."A" 
or "AC": 11 Bel7s and 1 5-24 cxtegory "B" and 1 Be24 category "EM" 


ANTI-AIRORAFT FIRE: Intense accurete gunfire of garrage type was encountered at 
7 cr, Moderate to intense and fairly accurate flak Was encountered 
at Hesepe, Acomer, Rheine, Hanover and Dummer Lake, Meager to moderate and in- 
accurste A was encountered et Lingen, Quackenbruck, Dicpholz and Wunsdorf, 
Ground rockets were reported in the target area and red parachutes flares over 


Magdeburg. 


WEATHER: Scettered clouds were encountered along entire route but virtual CAVU 
wentoer conditions at the target permitted visual bombing by all divisions, 
Visibility was 5 = 20 miles over Borlin, Thero were no contrails at bombing 
altitudes, ; 


OPSFRVATTONS: Smoke screens were seen over Brunswick, Steinhuder ‘Lake, Magdeburg, 
. Brardeniiccg, Hanover, and Osnabruck, The following observations were made of 
aircraft on the ground: 


27 s/e and t/e Gifhorn 
22 t/e Scheven 
25 s/o NE of Furstenau 
25 s/e Near Dummor Lake 
35 s/e and t/e & of Celle . 
25 Me 109s & Me 110s Wessendorf 
15 unidentified Felchu 
30 Ls Neustadt 
30 § Ahnsen 
35 : Ly Volkenrode ; 
25 some gliders 5 miles SE of Jerichow 
30 unidentified | Veohta ; 
many " Schonfeld 
u FW 190s & Me 110s Schernickau 
10 FW 190s & Ju 52s Weitzebruch 
50 Me 112s & s/e “ Wagenhoff 
27 s/e Burg 
“20 5 Kobbelitz 
455 : ? 


Approximately 150 smoke pots were seen burning along a line from 52°27!N = 
10°38'E to 52°25'N = 10°55'E, Others were burning in the general area, Crews 
report that material could be seen stacked along the canal and spur tracks, ‘The 
center of the area faced on the main railway and the Weser-Elbe Canal from. 
52°26'N = 10°41'E to 5226'N = 10°52'E and covered approximately 3 to 4 square 
miles, ‘ 


=j« 


THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0O12958 


CONFIDENTIAL 
3 Number_of Aircraft Primary 
; (AB Disp, Attacked lost) GR LB 
= Fe pow ov, Primary 0,1! 


2 30 60 


63 60 53 
56 16.5 


2 

1 
30 
2 
33 
69 


OPERATIONAL 
TOTALS 702 620 470 


+ 320 Bel7s including five PFF dropped 72 
TE ard 20 x 500 GP, a total of 


'» 92 x 500 
dr 100 


attacked make assess= 
ment of damage difficuit, It the first combat wing attack- 
ing had incendiary strikes on the plant, and formations 
of all three divisions are believed to have laid patterns across the target 
area, A reconnaissance aircreft over 
reported smoke still obscuring the ot st completely, 
Plant tert ee nearby town and marshalling yards, ani a large gas-holder were 


29 Be24s, arriving over the primary target when it was come 
on to bomb the center of Berlin, on which they 
100 GP, with good results, 29 Bel7s dropped 719 
x 500 IB on a large locomotive factory at Wilden, 


ph In 
addition seven Bel7s ani four Be24s 
x 100 GP on scattered unity tar, 


ENCOUNTERS: While the 1st and 2nd Divisions reported only 50 = 75 e/a encountered 
in the area between Erunswick and the target, ani a very few engagements, the 
3rd Division reported a total of 100 - 150, mostly single-engined types, On the 
route to Berlin, e/a were first encountered by this division near Nienberg, 

ard remained with the formations to the target area, Attacks were directed 
chiefly against the lead combat wing, the 45th, which lost 17 a/c, On the route 
back, the second combat wing was attacked at about 1525 hours in the erea north 
of Hanover, Those scattored attacks lasted about twenty-five minutes until 
troken off between Dummer Lake and Lingen, No umisual tactics were reported, 


Bae 55 B-l'7s ard 27 Be24s failed to bomb - 27 B-l7s 
and 22 Be24s due to me cal or equipment failure, 25 B-17s ard 2 B-24s as 
a-result of enemy action, 3 B-l7s ani 3 B-24s due to other reasons, r 
CASUALTIES Personne], - 3 crew mombers were killed, 9 were wounded ani 392 are 
“3 Fopimeak = 28 Bet7e ont 9 Boke were losts, 2 were lost to 
8 


AA fire; 21 were lost to e/ay 1 Be24 was lost to AA ani e/ay 2 Be24s were 
lost due to accident; 7 B+l7s and 4 B-24s were lost to reasons unknown, 


nz 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE 
AAF STATION 101 
APO 634 


es 


ELGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS 


252nd Operation = 8 March 1944 


1st Bombardment Division - BERLIN(ERKNER) 
2nd Bombardment Division - BERLIN(ERKNER ) 
3rd Bombardment Division - BERLIN(ERKNER) 


Ten combat wings of heavy bombers of Eighth Air Force, escorted by seventeen 
groups of USAAF fighters, made a highly successful attack on the Luftwaffe, both 
in the air and on the ground, penetrating to the Berlin area to hit the VKF ball- 
‘bearing plant, ani driving off enemy fighter formations attempting to defend this 
vital target, The VKF plant, at Erkner, was responsible for one half of the 
minimum anmmel requirements of the German Air Force, ami preliminary reports ine 
dicate that it was severely damaged by over 900 tons dropped by 470 attacking 
bombers. 


Although most bomber formations reported weak fighter opposition, the lead= 
ing combat wing reported severe attacks in the area between Hanover and Berlin 
on the route to the target, and our fighters had their heaviest engagements at 
this stage of the operation, However, the enemy defensive effort was largely 
checked by the escorting P-47s, P=38s and P=51s, which claim 8 e/n destroyed 
for a loss of 17 fighters, 28 B=l7s and nine B-24s are missing and bomber crews 
“claim 42-14-9, making a total score for this operation of 128-26-41, 


EOMBER - OPERATIONS . 
Tons 


Primary 0,5 

Unit (AB Disp. Attacked lost) GP LE GP, LB, Claim 
351 SOME DIV, Primary U,T's © 
Ist C,W, 62 62 58 a 2 32.5 785 oO 2 0-0-0 
40th C,W, 62 56 52 1 Or 23 76 1:5) © 0-0-0 
41st C,W, 67: 59° BF i LEP 32,5 22 oe 12 1-0-0 
94th C.W, 62° 54 51 0 oP 315 Gh +0 0 5-2-1 

ta Q Q ai OOF 

257 235 222 3° 5 9923.5 240~ 2 4 6-2-1 
2nd C,¥, th. 62" 931 30 QM 816.5 3755 2h 5A 3-0-1 
Uth 6.7, 7% 7h 63 2 a aaa 1 2,5 0-1-0 
20th C.W, 3 70 63 0 Herr 5O 8=-'213,8 0 0 . 00-0 
PERF meh, eile | yd a Q. wc thve cette Se 

226 209 150 33 9° 220.5 226.0 25.5 56.5 3-1-1 

si 
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DAILY OPERATIONS SUMMARY FF 


USSTAF OPERATIONS: \2 . 


8 MARCHS EIGHTH AIR FORCE: 411 B-17"S AND 209 B-24'S WERE DISPATCHED 
ON THE VKF BALL BEARING WORKS AT ERKNER, 16.MILES SE. OF BERLIN3 320 
B-17"S AND 150 B-24"S BOMBED THE TARGET VISUALLY WITH GOOD RESULTS. 

A MARSHALLING YARD, GAS-HOLDER AND NEARBY TOWN WERE ALSO HIT. 29 
B-24"S ATTACKED. THE CENTER OF BERLIN AND 29 B-17°S BOMBED THE BER- 
LINER MASCHINENBAU A.G. WORKS AT WILDAU NEAR ERKNER, ALSO WITH GOOD 
RESULTS. CLAIMS WERE 42-14-9 FOR LOSS OF 29 B-17'S AND 9 B=24'S. 


612 P-47"S, 184 P-51'S AND 80 P=38'S ON bee CLAIMED 86-12-32 FOR 
LOSS OF 10 P-47"S, 4 P=51'S AND 3 P-38'S 


ote hy FORCE: 
“# mancu: BAD WEATHER RESTRICTED OPERATIONS; B-24"S WITH-P-47 escort 
E RECALLED AND OTHER MISSIONS WERE CANCELLED. $ 
NIGHT 7/8 MARCH: 12 WELLINGTONS ATTACKED SAN STEFANO WITHOUT Loss. * 
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T SB-SC V OITHE OIAVY IRE 
orAWW 981 
> OIPNT (UsS. LIST *x* 36) 
-OTUBA 


EIGHTH AIR FORCE, 7 MARCHt= NO OPERATIONS WERE UNDERTAKEN. 


15TH AIR 7 Tee 112 BeiT*S ESCORTED BY 


Ta poset WERE 
ACKED THE SETTIES 
Bel7y THREE Pessts MISSING 
tho Bei?*S. MADE “ATTACKS Ou, THE FO 
Trays PONTASSIEVED Ch rOPOCCTBONGIS 14a 


ahh, “arthcts BEING EW OR 
DISPATCHED OF ALRDRBNES 1h 
WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER. 
7 ARRCHE} pn 
up 54 B-a6's ou CouGHES 
CLAIMED 2-0-2 4 
N FRANCE AND A TTACKED RATLYAY TARGETS IN 
78 MARCH3= R A F BOMBER COMMAND HALIFE i Thanet sau 


TTAGKED THE MARSHALLING YARDS AT LE HANs MOSQUIT 
GLADBACH, AACHEN, DUIS ho Kasra Anne, 


ANZIO BRIDGEHEAD cam coisa wascule 
ING THE ENTIRE . 


ON THE STH ARMY FRONT, BAD WEATHER HINDERED PATROLS) TWO ENEMY ATTACKS 
NORTHEAST OF ORSOGNA WERE = = || : 


> 
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SRN EUROPEAN FRONT! 


Pog ar rer: eee Se ae ee re eee 
ING MORE THAN 299 PLACES INCLUDING RYDOMYL NORTH OF T. 
‘ARAYA SINYAYA AND PODVOLOCHISKs 


fr 
% 


ARE INDICATIONS TWIN-ENCIRCLING eee AGAINST T. 
PROSKUROV ARE CONTEMPLATED BEFORE FURTHER PENETRATIONS MADE 
THE DNIESTER VALLEY. 


Saege gee th oe ee I orale gi gayi RR Fe ae AE 
RTHEAST oF STARA*KONSTANTINOV, BUT THEY HAVE BEEN WITHOUT 


SUCCESS» | 


STERN PACIFIC THEATERS 
IN NEW BRIT 
GLOUCESTER AGAINST © 
OUR BOMBERS ATTACKED THE Ls sal 


Ce wets GROUND FORCES CONTINUED THEIR ot ag 
Gand SEU SECURING THE THE BEACH 


ON THE WEST COAST AT SEEADLER HARBO! 
od, yuaboe THEY HAVE OCCUPIE BT ie te att oF 
OUR CONTROL AND MOMOTE AIRFIELD I 


NEW GUINEA ALONG OUR FORCE ARE EXPANDING THEIR POSI- 
ONS AND HAVE: REACHED BIST Au fa chner ave 
NEW IRELAND, OUR AIR PATROLS ATTACKED BORPOP AIRFIELD» 

OUR NAVAL wuts IR PATROLS ATTACKED SHORE. TARGES 
WTMOILA PO <p = 


THE CENTRAL PACIFIC FURTHER ATTACKS WERE MADE 5 MARCH BY 7TH USAAF 
NES ON PONAPE AND KUSAIEs 


DIA~BURMA AND FAR EAST 


a ttee AIR COMMAND AIRCRAFT 5 AND 6 
TDAUNC7RYAURT AU it 


/E SUBMARINE SITUATION REMAINS QUIETs 
@8/1929A 


} = UNDER INDIA AND FAR EAST $ 
AS SENT 


=| 
‘ ie. Seal 
LAST LINE YANGTZE ~ NOT QANGTZE 
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By OBSERVATIONS BY CREWS 
_, Seeweeceseenrensrease 


le NG ABOUT 1/2 MILE WIDE AND ND 5 MILES LONG I N WOODS 
NG RUWAY. REPORTED AT 5226-1139E TO 523@~i114@E. ROCKETS WERE 
E FIRED FROM THIS AREAs STRIP RUNS NNW-SSE THROUGH WOODS 
WITH BUILDINGS AT LOWER ENDs 


gag OBSERVED PARKED ON A/D AT 5227-8758E WHICH PROBABLY | 


Is 
Se 49 E/A REPORTED SEEN OW GIEFUORN A/D (5226-18325)« 
he 50 E/A REPORTED PARKED ON A/D AT STENDALe 
Se LARGE FACTORY OR PLANT OF SOME KIND WITH 5 SMOKE STACKS 
le AT BURGs 


hee PETS OE Berean SHOT FROM THE 
WERE OBSERVED TO BURST IN | 
tute BFE A TEAL Ge THEN RED SHOT OUTs 
_ Te ABOUT 30 S/E AND 6 T/E E/A REPORTED OBSERVED ON A/D AT CELLEs 


Ss ABOUT 38 S/E E/A REPORTED SEEN PARKED ON A/D AT 54341655 
WHICH PROBABLY IS WESENDORF A/De 


Be Kt sahe-96038 A LARGE INDUSTRIAL AREA WAS NOTED AT TIP OF 

woons INCL 20 LARGE DINGS AND MANY SMALLER ONES WITH MUCH 
ACTIVITY ORSERVEDS in 

1%» SMOKE SCREENS REPORTED AT OSNABRUCK, HANNOVER AND TANGERMUNDE. 
11e 4@ S/E E/A REPORTED ON GROUND AT QUACKENBRUCK A/De “| 
125 NEW CANAL CONSTRUCTION REPORTED AT HEPPEN AND LINGENs 


135 FOUR BUILDINGS THOUGHT 70 BE ASSEMBLY SHOPS OBSERVED 
IN WOODS AT 5228-1948E PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY SMOKE SCREENe 


its UNUSUAL AND ELABORATE SMOKE SCREEN PATTERN REPORTED AT 
ALONG WESER-ELBE CANAL» 
NEW THOUGHT TO BE SHIP BUILDING YARDS REPORTED 
ar GEXBURG, HOLLAND, 
16s NEW FACTORY REPORTED AT 5242-0718E. 


WOODS NORTH OF NEUMALDSLEBEN APPEARED CLEARED FOR A/D RUNWAYS 
LOOKED LIKE 3 ee re er 


C, A/G IN DISTRESS =~ TO FOLLOW. 


TOD 112645A TEC 8B 


sB-s¢ V i toe NR 32 0 =Pe 

|FROM PNT 9910258 
}TO USLIST X 39 

MFM 

HBC 

Hace 

UBA 

RECON WING scEDPincroN 


AJX (REPEAT CO AND 67 WINGS) 
CATCHAM in a obetahs 


USSTAF 
AMY (WAR ROOM AND A13 US A) 
AEAY . 


aaa 
CONFIDENTIAL R-2129D : 
EIGHTH AIR FORCENARRATIVEOFOPERATIONS 


2ND OPERATION 8 MARCH 1944 
1ST BOMBARDMENT DIVISION ~ BERLIN (ERKNER) 
2ND BOMBARDMENT DIVISION = BERLIN (ERKNER) 
3RD BOMBARDMENT DIVISION = BERLIN (ERKNER) 


TEN COMBAT WINGS OF HEAVY BOMBERS OF oN AIR FORCE, ESCORTED 
Y SEVENTEEN GROUPS OF USAAF FIGHTERS A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
ATTACK ON THE LUFTWAFFE, BOTH IN THE kin aN AND ON THE GROUND, PENE= 
AREA TO HIT THE VKF BALLBEARING Aa 


j WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR ONE 
hg ety HA MINIMUM ANNUAL . QUIREMENTS OF THE GERMAN AIR FORCE, 

MINARY REPORTS INDICATE THAT IT WAS SEVERLY DAMAGED BY 
OVER 905 700 TONS DROPPED BY 478 ATTACKING BOMBERSs 


,THOUGH MOST BOMBER FORMATIONS REPORTED WEAK FIGHTER OPPOSI- 
TION, THE LEADING COMBAT WING REPORTED SEVERE ATTACKS IN THE 
BETWEEN HANOVER AND BERLIN ON THE ROUTE 70 THE Stace 6 ol 
CHECKED 


Vv. 
WHICH CLAIM Se E/A 
7°S AND NINE B-24"S ARE 
LAIM 4214-9, MAKING A TOTAL SCORE 
FoR THIS OPERATION OF 128-2641. 


BOMBER OPERATIONS 


wo { aan 
w H eb ean 


Ld H eaVUrew 


bi mun 
met =sjup 


| 
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NG ENTIRE ROUTE BUT 


33 oe pADETIONS an THE TARGET PERMITTED — 
TONS) AS 5 = 20 MILES OVER 
CONTRAILS AT’ BONDING ALTITUDES» 


SEEN OVER BRUNSWICK, STELMRUDER 
HEDEBURE BRANDENBURG, HANOVE” AD OCHABRUCK, 


LOCATION OF A/C 
answerer 
GIFHORN 
SCHEVEN 
NE OF FURSTENAU 
a 3 aig LAKE 
' ME 199". AND ME 110°3 OVESSENDORY 
"UNIDENTIFIED FALCHU 


be AHNSEN 

bs VOLKENRODE 
SOME GLIDERS 5 MILES SE OF JERICHOW 
UNIDENTIFIED VECHTA 

SCHONFELD 

Fv 196% AND = i SCHERNICKAU 
FW 199°S AND WEITZEBRUCH 
- 190*S AND ae 2° ACENIOFF 


BURG 
ys KOBBELITZ 


FIGHTER OPERATIONS 
ewer er cer eseeseoe= 
TYPE OF SUPPORT NG A/C ON LOST CLAIMS 
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TARGET§=---=THE 3547 GROUP MADE RENDEZVOUS SOUTH OF STENDAL\ — 
AT 1342 TAKING THE BOMBERS THROUGH TARGET AND BACK TO \ 
STENDAL BREAKI 


THE T 
NG ESCORT AT 1445 ONLY A FEW E/A WERE SEEN IN THE 
TARGET AREA AND CLAIMS OF 1-6-1 WERE MADE. 


WITHDRAWAL8+--=-THE 364TH GROUP JOINED THE BOMBERS AT 1449 HOURS 
36 MILES SOUTH AND Es TO THE VICINITY 


DESTROYED AS WERE FIVE OTHERS SEEN ON THE 
78B GROUP JOINED THE BOMBERS AT 1548 HOURS 
AND TOOK THEM TO THE VICINITY OF EGMOND AT 


aan RENDEZVOUS AT 1213 HOURS 
yt acts AT 1339 


OURS AND 
COMBAT WITH ONE FW 190 NEAR DUMMER LAKE RESULTING IN oF 
DRAWAL SUPPORT WAS GIVEN BY 361, 358, 362 
NG THEIR catiewe ey tng OF THE DAYs 


wae SS A Hy vee 
E * AIRCRAFT RETURNED 


eonoTiE FOREGOING IS BASED ON PRELIMINARY ‘INFORMATION AND SHOULD 
USED FOR RECORD PURPOSES. 


AS 
TOD 111548A SM BB 


ee, ais, CoS 
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a he 
. DATE. 


EISSIGN FOLDER CHECK List 

Warning order, field order, annexes 
Target maps & illustrations: 
Briefing information: a) Main Briefing 

b) Gunners! briefing. 

c) Camera installations 

d) Authorized lists of admission. 
Formation chert; 
Interrogation Forms; 


Combat forms & a) Letter of transmittal 
b) Brd 3.D, ewaluated encounters letter, 
c) Evaluated Encounters ltr, 3rd B.D, to Station S-l 


| 4/0 Returning early: 
Hot News (A/C in distress, and shipping) 


Statisticel Telephone 
RESTRICTED 


AUTH 8th Ftc Comm q 
a age tal Ltr of I4SEPT IL 45 ‘ 


Aircraft landing Away Date sep 19 1945 YO. } 
PRO Reports - 


i€ 
Narrative telephone or teletype 


Miscellaneous reports a) .iiedical 
b) Equipment malfunctions 
Crew suggestions to 0,0, 
Battle demage 
Sortie information 
Flak 


lfissing A/C and Missing Crew reports 


3rd B.D. Flash report, & Narrative teletype 
Strike photos, raid assessments, BCNO, ctcs 
Statistical ‘ork sheet; 

Mission folder check list. 


(Clterial placed in tne folder in this order; materiel mentioned 
‘ last is on top) 


5-2 13/3-1-44, 
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